Welcome to the online application system of the
Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research
The next few pages will guide you through the details of the application process for the 2019 Student
Selection. Please read these instructions carefully and additionally make use of the information we
provide via email. We receive several hundred applications and cannot answer individual questions that
have been previously answered in the available instructional material. Address any open questions to
gradschool@mpipz.mpg.de and good luck with your application!
To use our application platform, you first have to register an account by providing your name, email
address and a login name. Please choose an email address that you frequently check as we might want
to individually get in touch during the selection procedure.

Agreeing to our data policy
is necessary to register
Within a few minutes, you should receive an automatically generated email that reads like this:

You can now login to the application system with your chosen login name and the password we
provided via email.

General Introduction
Use the pen symbol to make edits in each section
Use the back symbol to go to the previous page
Use the disc symbol to save your changes. Changes will also be saved when logging out.
Use the add page symbol to add an item in each section
Entries marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory

Comments on the individual sections
Personal data

Academic history
Use the add page symbol for
each course of studies

Please use accurate names
throughout the application

Master research

Please clearly indicate your
contribution to the project

Additional experience

Honours / awards

Please provide information
relevant to your application

Outside interests

Please provide information
relevant to your application

Research interest

Choose subjects that you are
particularly interested in
Only name methods which
you are really familiar with

Use this and links therein to familiarise
yourself with the available projects

Letter of motivation

Tell us how your scientific interest fit to your
preferred research projects and future plans within
the IMPRS program. A well-tailored statement
greatly increases your chances of being selected.

Referees

Once you press the disc symbol
To save your changes, your referee
Will be contacted by email

Once your referee has send his or
her recommendation letter, you
will see this in your application

Supplementary info.

Your feedback here is much
appreciated, thank you!

Documents

General Recommendations
If you struggle obtaining required documents such as certificates, get in touch with the MPIPZ PhD
office (gradschool@mpipz.mpg.de) before submitting your application.

Use your application to convince us of your personality. It is impossible to judge a person based on
certificates and grades, so please use free text fields such as the ‘Letter of motivation’ to highlight
creativity, teamwork and other strengths.
Where indicated, do not exceed the character limits.
Tailor the application to your future plans within the IMPRS program. Information on the institute and
it’s individual research groups is widely available and could be referred to in the free text fields such as
the ‘Letter of motivation’ and ‘Master research’ description.
Make sure that your referees know you well. A detailed recommendation letter from a less renowned
scientist is generally more helpful than a vague letter from a more famous colleague.

Do not try to hide potential ‘weaknesses’ such as age (too young/too old) or experience in a particular
field (too much/too little). Everybody has them and we appreciate honesty over everything.
Do not cheat. We have received falsified documents such as certificates in the past and thoroughly
check them using appropriate tools. Such an incident will not only result in a rejection of your
application but will also be communicated.
Once you are invited for the Selection Symposium, prepare your talk carefully and practice it with
friends or colleagues to receive fair criticism. As the schedule on presentation day is tight, you will
absolutely need to stick to the time limit.
In the interviews, you will not only be asked about your scientific background but we also want to get to
know you as a person. Be open and honest about your future plans and do not answer according to
what you think we might want to hear.
Use the invite to Cologne to get to know people at the institute and ask them about their personal
experiences.

